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First .Sch(‘)ol West of Alle-
. ghenties Is Erected Near -
Present Marker

MET WITH OTHERS AT
HANNASTOWN IN 1775

Always, ‘mterested
“close -student of

ounty  history, Rev.j

. B. D, of Derry

<

in, historical|

many - notable . places. Bunher
1s crowned with- a monument
yet more endurlng fame in’ the o
tions of Daniel Webster. :

$ 4] vid *
contending armies.

first major battle been fought there.
Westmoreland in Revolution
Philadelphia is crowned because of
the immortal Declaration ~of Inde-
pendence. Yet, Old - Westmoreland
County sent miore - soldiers. to fight

- J'for. that declaration of Independence

}in’ the Revolutlonary War than did

‘the county of Ph.lladelphla Yorktown

is noted, but not for the work of its

_natlve inhsabitants.

‘Pittsburgh is -famed in the French

‘| and ‘Indian War

| cial merit of th

Americans fro

has there been'

1al renown b

home People. s
The farmers - 6f thls. country gath

bvered here to voice im: this military

o acti\nty their .conscientious convic

he speaker :interpreted for_
ence, ‘the splrrt of: the ‘hard

e and’ unselﬁsh patnotlsn
honesty.. theu' rugged mdnli'

Tt F rt Allen They were men of
herioc. ‘mould. and - ehdracter. ' Men
have . mlsmdged them because ‘they
poke ‘the: German la guage. ~Histor-
-ians who ‘were ‘content to- write. his-
tory apon” the: reports‘of politicians,
“have dgnored the fundamental things
.70f the frontier Hfe.
“Here in this ommumty “has laid

: Penusylvam

tions on great mational® problems and.
advanced principles. of human liberty

‘Historic- Axe Blows

The baxe blows that hewed ‘the logs’
for Fort Allen were blows irom hu-
an ' slavery, . separation :of church A

nd. state,“and the various: liberties

These :axe blowe Were heard by
Lawrence Washington as he :yainly
endeavoredto -secure religious ‘tolera.
tion in the Province of Virginia:: They

were heard by ‘Thomas- Jefferson’ as
he penped the Jmmortal Declara*lon an
of Independence and the clause for

rehgrous liberty in. the State of Vrr-
ginia, -~

These ‘axe blows have 1everbera.ted
in . every. constxtutlonal -convention

and" legislative’ Hall of the entue'
- | pbrth-west system of States

Yead,
cfnps from ' Fort Allen mingled. with

tthe splifiters’ of “the’ Rail. splitters. of:
'Kentucky and were used .to build the |

fires “that’ blazoned the electlon of
Abraham Lincoln for Président,
“Lest we 'seem to praise them above
measure, let us, say, before gomg
the’ heart of our discours

ny place would’
have been equal]y illiistrioas had that.

fifty yards of this marker. |
‘possibly the first school apd | -
ilding west- of the Allegh- ..
'Ley were men that cherished

n. That these settlers did not |
vain for education is demon-

d by the magnificeit consoli-

bei,g ronstructed within sight of this

marker,, )

First Declaration of Independencce
2nd—Then on May 16, 1775, these

at Hannastown .and adopted the First
Declaration of Independence in “A-
meri(a -

. That these settlere d1d not talk in
vain in ‘their declaration, of -Inde-
pendence, is manifested by the graves !

ionary Soldiers.in this snd
by cemeteries,. and - the
and |’

. In order {o get the proper hack-
3gr0und -for the work of these pioneers
ere in the wilderness, we must go
ek in their history and take. ac-
ount of their former hves and mlgra~

clal Composmon -at Harrold’
)t Samuel. Schmucker, in an ar-
on *he Racial Composition of ;
»ennsylvama Germans, ( Pennsyl-
d German Society Publications
.traces three geperal migra
£ peoples in: Europe He cl&ss—

been fostered hy old |

' acterrstlcs by which it may be’

‘er; ‘Europe, and the Alpme Groap
~This "Alpine Group. we find -first in
the. _1vhlands of Europe, _m watyel-
land.
. Fr m there the swept down

fied in its mrwratronq Here W

settlers We have in the e‘arly 1oc-
ords of this settiement Chrlstr

'Frederick, Pfersig and :
Pershmg Tl
T ;

“and junior High Schools now 2

settlers assembled at the county seat] ..



and" Fourth; Battalions wezg “Com-
ine | auded by - Gol. Henry Bouget.
! 5 . i . 7 : : ©an-
imerica we note ) : 10w that Forbers’ cap
Pennsylvanis, Where in Germantowy PUQPQS’JE without a
they made the- first protest against ;o but gt s pot generally:
tslavery made on American soil ; known thgt achievement iy

¢ to the work

was
_ ‘When the 'AIndians ’aban‘do‘néd_»

Tgreat things fr . French, the French burned

In the exploration ang settlement | 484 evacnateg the place. ‘
of the Ohio country ‘these gettlers. Forbes soon returneq 1g the Fast,
bad a leading part, » bUtAhe le

- Contests for Furdrage forts in the West. Theyn
Buginess men of b th Peqns;'lvam‘_ tioned gt Mac‘inzic_-,-
WeVirginia ey 0.seclive the |y ittsbureh

to their . gmn language ang
Pitts-berg” ang ‘Pittsburgh it
this. day, a surﬁVing -Imomento
e soldiers of the Royal Amer: -

ican ZTife,
Clle “these faets, T -act
ent in 1754 Stating: that the
ind.

Swiss settlers «

.ha
aem.on the Frontiers,” ;
isons . from Macinac to ;
ere - named - b Germans |
Ctuoal - settlements” mage ,
community -festify -
ese  settlers’ e
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and were'arrested ‘and
S Staunton, Virginia.

as"" not plant‘ed.} ’
. Was |y

ndians. were. threat-
em. Henee the sett-

‘McDowell’s: .Blockhouse,
~Blockhouse, Fort: Shlppen Klmgen-,

use,-._ Fort Reed,. and qutj
T i ". -:{ Brent' Reis,
. All these were refuges in tnme of )
-txouble ;for "the German.
_Some’ of these ‘were in possessmn o

vwere with' Pennsylvama in the con-
test: “'While- other settlers were fléé- |-

ing the’ country, they . decided- to]

stay and maiitain Pennsylva.nm s_

rights ; ‘the nghts of - freedom of Be

ligion, and o - slave

.On June: W,
GovelnoriPenn *an, idlé report -
dians- having been seen within:ti

"Partys has drove them every one
into ‘some little ‘fort or other—and

many “hundréds’ out .of the country
altovether—all that-
een that road (Forbes) and

erected for a' de—
i t .was. to espouse
‘the -cause of~ Pennsylvama as’
agamst .the cause of Virginia.

1e1d’s Fort, ‘Walthour’s
Kepple's

Stockeley s . Blockhouse,_
‘Marchand’s

settlers;

'Gonnolly Others may “héve:

1 tic t
ﬂon ainst the Indl n

s !
cords. of ‘this time record. lmndreds

‘this

gredt counﬁy,-

| Anthonv

'sent a pe'tltwn to
‘The " following names were aj
to the petition: S
Biguers To. Fort . Allen Petlt
‘Wendel Ouly, Cliri

:Peter Kassner,,.Pe‘bter Uber,’
Jokn . Krausher, Heinrich - Sehmit;
Jacob Schmitt, Jacob Kuemel,:
Moffey, Adam Bmcker Peter Wam:.
macher, Philip Klmgelschmlt, Pet
Khngelschrmt Peter ¥ Altman, . Ana
thony: Altman, Joseph Pankher;
Ba]’rzer Mayer, - qac'

HfLu ser,’

Hanson 3 ‘

nig, d ohamles Bremlg, Samue Lere

Walter,. Jacob . elck_
i

| George Bender,.

'ael Hann, Dand ‘Marsha

- (Contmued on. Page Nineteen)




imental prlpaples Wm-
'the attitude of the

and anti- Vlrglman. .
The. German settlers knew tbe

: religlous “tests the province' of

'ergmia. They ‘had . fled - from‘ re'

. ‘liglous persecution

1 were opposed. to Stdte churchs
as they had at -this ‘time™iq
,gxma, Massachusetts:

'cut. The. German ettlers were ‘also

; antvslave ~peopl

n

" Sinee- this ten:ltory beeame the
gateway to the great Northwesteru

mark.'of the TUnited States .

. Thes_e:- qualities - tha
; the Forbes Road,

'Comed Pennsylvatua Govem;_uent
Not. on]v was Gen. St,.
first . govertor. (_)f the' No

in old Fort Allen 1. his

s and " distingnishing |

erica ‘were-: taken Westw rd along:

states norttL that ]me have “fol

1lowed Pennsylvdnia’s form iof g0

erhment. Slgmﬁcant fo

extenslon West

.| nad ‘more’ signiﬁ.‘

istance Eas@ward

cdaily. tasx%

’ honest convictldns and.: true

Whether . that task'

T el and slavery
""hefher :proclaiming

i chool “1n' thi Ola T ort |;
“m th vFlftles, A_ 3 -0

attgnde
No’_ wo 13

a nonentlt_, 'y

k should ﬁvht as A unit in the X

est- sections - of- the -batties i
Ispeakofhlmadescﬂ [

“|'these -settlers, who brough _'suceess

in the World -War ‘'t
troops ' and - the glory of victory " to

‘the Amencan Flag, Gen John
Persh g "




